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Confessions with Padre Pio 


Brother Michael DimondDecember 31, 2006 


John 20: 21-23: “As the Father hath sent me, I also send you. When he had said this, he 
breathed on them; and he said to them: Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.” 


In the Gospel of John, we see the power to forgive sins conferred by Jesus Christ upon the Apostles. The 
power to forgive sins conferred upon priests validly ordained by a Bishop would play a prominent role in the 
life and miracles of Padre Pio. From 1918 to 1923, Padre Pio heard confessions fifteen to nineteen hours 
every day. In the 1940s and 1950s, he generally heard confessions somewhat less than that, but still five to 
eight hours every day.|[1] 


The average confession made to Padre Pio lasted only three minutes. According to one estimate, Padre Pio 
heard a total of approximately five million confessions.|[2 | 


So many people wanted Padre Pio to hear their confessions that they generally had to wait two or three weeks 
before their turn came.[3] The number of people became so large that it was necessary to open an office to 
give tickets out. The tickets were numbered; they indicated where people were in line for Padre Pio’s 


confessional.[4] This numbering system began to be implemented in January, 1950.[5] There was also a rule 
instituted that you couldn’t go to confession to Padre Pio more than once every eight days. 


One man from Padua, who had gone to confession to Padre Pio, tried to go to confession again before the 
eight-day waiting period had elapsed. In order to circumvent the waiting-period, he lied about the amount of 
days that had passed since his last confession to Padre Pio. When he entered the confessional, Padre Pio sent 
him out and forcefully accused him of his lie. After being kicked out, the man said with tears, “I’ve told 
many lies during my lifetime, and I thought I could deceive Padre Pio, too.”[6] But Padre Pio had a 
supernatural knowledge of his action. 


Padre Pio demanded that each confession be a true conversion. He didn’t tolerate a lack of honesty in the 
explanation of sins. He was very hard on those who made excuses, spoke insincerely, or lacked a firm 
resolution to change. He demanded frankness and total honesty from the penitent. He also required a true 
and sincere sorrow of heart, and an absolute firmness in a person’s resolutions for the future.[7] 


Many of Padre Pio’s penitents made the astounding statement that, when in his confessional, they would 
experience the awesome impression of being before the judgment seat of God.[8] 


If the penitent wasn’t honest, or just read through the list of his or her sins without the firm resolution to 
change, Padre Pio would often growl “get out.”[9] Many people said that Padre Pio was brusque and irate, 
that he would sometimes snap shut the panel in the penitent’s face. Padre Pio would often denounce a 
penitent with a searing phrase.[10] 


One man who was thrown out of the confessional by Padre Pio stated: “What kind of blackguardly monk is 
that? He did not give me time to say a word, but straightway called me an old pig and told me to get out!” 
Another person said to this man that Padre Pio probably had good reasons for calling him an old pig and 
treating him in this way. “I can’t think why,” said the man who had been thrown out of the confession; and 
then, after a pause, the man said: “unless it is because I happen to be living with a woman who is not my 
wife!”[11] 


Padre Pio also threw certain priests and bishops out of his confessional.[12] Padre Pio once told a priest: “If 
you knew fully what a fearful thing it is to sit in the tribunal of the confessional! We are administering the 
Blood of Christ. We must be careful that we do not fling it about by being too easy-going or negligent.”[ 13] 


Another man went to confession to Padre Pio in order to test him. He wanted to see if Padre Pio could pick 
up that he was lying. The man told Padre Pio that he was not there to confess his sins, but to ask for prayers 
for a relative. This was not true, and Padre Pio knew it immediately. Padre Pio struck him across the face 
and ordered him out of the confessional.[14] 


One woman who came on a long trip to see Padre Pio said to him in confession, “Padre Pio, four years ago I 
lost my husband and I haven’t gone to church since then.” Padre Pio replied: “Because you lost your 
husband, you also lost God? Go away! Go away!” as he quickly closed the door of the confessional. 


Shortly after this event, the same woman recovered her faith, attributing it to the way Padre Pio treated her — 
surely acknowledging how she had put her attachment to her husband above God.[ 15] 


Andre Mandato spoke about the time he went to confession to Padre Pio: “I had been going to church every 
Sunday but I had no strong belief in confession. I went very seldom. I started to believe in confession only 
after I went to Padre Pio. The first time I confessed to him, he told me what sins I had committed.”[16] 


Katharina Tangeri described going to confession to Padre Pio: 


“’,.Padre Pio began with his asking us how long it had been since our last confession. This first question 
established contact between Padre Pio and the penitent; it suddenly seemed as if Padre Pio knew everything 
about us. If his [the penitent’s] answers were unclear or inexact, he would correct them; we would get the 
feeling that... his eye could see our soul as it really was before God.”’| 17] 


Padre Pio commented on the amount of confessions he heard, and how he was able to do it: “There have been 
periods when I heard confessions without interruption for eighteen hours consecutively. I don’t have a 


moment to myself. But God helps me effectively in my ministry. I feel the strength to renounce everything, 
so long as souls return to Jesus and love Jesus.”[18] 


John McCaffery went to confession to Padre Pio, and he writes of his extraordinary experience. 


McCaffery wanted the Padre to pray for some of his friends. McCaffery recalls: “So, during a pause, I began 
to say ‘And then, Padre...’, but he interrupted me smilingly and said: ‘Yes, I shall remember your friends 
too!”[19] 


A woman named Nerina Noe went to Padre Pio for confession. She told him that she was thinking about 
giving up smoking; she didn’t anticipate the gruff reply she was given: “Women who smoke cigarettes are 
disgusting,” Padre Pio said.[20] 


Frederick Abresch was one of those penitents who had been converted after going to Padre Pio for 
confession. Here are some of the things he described about the story of his incredible conversion: 


“In November of 1928, when I went to Padre Pio for the first time; it had been a few years since I had passed 
from Protestantism to Catholicism, which I did out of social convenience. I did not have the faith; at least 
now I understand that I was merely under the illusion of having it. Having been raised in a highly anti- 
Catholic family and imbued with prejudices against dogmas to such a degree that a hasty instruction was 
unable to wipe out, I was always avid for secret and mysterious things. 


“T found a friend who introduced me into the mysteries of spiritism. Quite quickly, however, I got tired of 
these inconclusive messages from beyond the grave; I went fervently into the field of the occult, magic of all 
sorts, etc. Then I met a man who declared, with a mysterious air, that he was in possession of the only truth: 
“theosophy”. I quickly became his disciple, and on our nightstands we began accumulating books with the 
most enticing and attractive titles. With self-assurance and self-importance, I used words like Reincarnation, 
Logos, Brahma, Maja, anxiously awaiting some great and new reality that was supposed to happen. 


“T do not know why, although I believe it was above all to please my wife, but from time to time I still 
continued to approach the holy Sacraments. This was my state of soul when, for the first time, I heard of that 
Capuchin Father who had been described to me as a living Crucifix, working continual miracles. 


“Growing curious... I decided to go and see with my own eyes...I knelt down at the confessional [and told 
Padre Pio that]...I considered confession to be a good social and educational institution, but that I did not 
believe in the divinity of the Sacrament at all.... “The Padre, however, said with expressions of great sorrow, 
“Heresy! Then all your Communions were sacrilegious...you must make a general confession. Examine 
your conscience and remember when you last made a good Confession. Jesus has been more merciful with 
you than with Judas.” 


“Then, looking over my head with a stern eye, he said in a strong voice, ‘Praised be Jesus and Mary!’ and 
went over to the church to hear the women’s confessions, while I stayed in the sacristy, deeply moved and 
impressed. My head was spinning and I could not concentrate. I still heard in my ears: ‘Remember when 
you last made a good confession!’ With difficulty I managed to reach the following decision: I would tell 
Padre Pio that I had been a Protestant, and that although after the abjuration I was rebaptized (conditionally), 
and all the sins of my past life were wiped out by virtue of holy Baptism, nevertheless, for my tranquility I 
wanted to begin the confession from my childhood. 


“When the Padre returned to the confessional, he repeated the question to me: ‘So when was the last time you 
made a good confession?’ I answered, ‘Father, as I was...’ but at that point the Padre interrupted me, saying, 
“...you last made a good confession when you were coming back from your honeymoon, let’s leave 
everything else aside and begin from there!” 


“T remained speechless, shaken with a stupor, and I understood that I had touched the supernatural. The 
Padre, however, did not leave me time to reflect. Concealing his knowledge of my entire past, and in the 
form of questions, he listed all my faults with precision and clarity... After the Padre had brought all my 
mortal sins to light, with impressive words he made me understand all the gravity of these faults, adding in an 
unforgettable tone of voice, “You have sung a hymn to Satan, while Jesus in His ardent love has broken His 
neck for you. Then he gave me my penance and absolved me...I believe not only in the dogmas of the 


Catholic Church, but also in the least of its ceremonies... to take away this faith, one would have to take 
away my life as well.’”[21] 


Joe Greco, now a great devotee of Padre Pio, had a dream in which he met Padre Pio on a road and asked him 
to save his sick father. Joe’s father suddenly recovered after the dream. In order to thank Padre Pio, Joe 
decided to travel down to see him in person. After waiting four days, Joe managed to go to Padre 


Pio for confession. Joe described the meeting: 


“This is what did it really, when Padre Pio saw me he said: ‘Well your father is all right, then.’ Well it 
shattered me really because I never had been down in San Giovanni Rotondo before. I had never been down 
in that part of the world, nor did I know anyone down there. And yet I posed in my mind a question to him, I 
was saying “was it you, was it you?’ And he replied, ‘in the dream, in the dream.’ Well, I started shaking, I 
was scared stiff to tell you the truth. I said, ‘yes Father, in the dream, Father.’ I told him my sins, and before 
he gave me absolution he said to me: ‘now then, there is something else you know’ [that you didn’t mention 
in confession]. I said, ‘well Father, I can’t remember anything else.’ Padre Pio went on to describe an 
incident with a girl in the park when I was first in the army. Well it all came back to me. I wished the ground 
had opened up and swallowed me, I was so embarrassed. I then said to Padre Pio, ‘Yes Father, it all comes 
back to me and I’m afraid I forgot to tell it in confession, I’m so ashamed.’ ‘Well,’ he said, ‘you have been 
carrying this sin around with you ever since 1941, and the place was Blackburn to tell you the truth.’ And I 
got up to go and Padre Pio said, “There is something else you have forgotten,’ and there was a slight smile on 
his face. I said, ‘Oh no Father, truly there is nothing else I can remember.’ I thought it was about some sin. 
And he said: ‘look in your pocket.’ So I took my rosary beads out [of my pocket], I gave them to him, he 
blessed them and gave them back to me. And that was it.” 


One man said to Padre Pio in confession: “But I am attached to my sins, for me they are a necessary way of 
life. Help me find a remedy.” Padre Pio handed him a prayer to St. Michael the Archangel to be said every 
day for four months.[22] 


Don Nello Castello, a priest from Padua, Italy, who had gone to confession to Padre Pio hundreds of times, 
recalled his incredible experiences: 


“T went to confession to Padre Pio at least a hundred times. I recall the first time, his words both jolted and 
enlightened me. The counsels he gave me reflected exact knowledge of my whole life both past and future. 
At times he would surprise me with suggestions unconnected with the sins confessed. But later events made 
it clear that his counsel had been prophetic. In one confession in 1957, he spoke five times with insistence on 
the same question, using different words, and reminding me of an ugly fault of impatience. Furthermore, he 
enlightened me on the underlying causes that provoked the impatience. He described to me the behavior I 
should follow to avoid impatience in the future. This happened without my having said a word about the 
problem. Thus he knew my problems better than I did and advised me how to correct them.” [23] 


Among those who came to see Padre Pio, there were professed unbelievers. Some of them came to see him 
out of curiosity, others to mock both Padre Pio and God. 


Two Freemasons, who were bitterly opposed to God and the Catholic Church, decided to make mock 
confessions to Padre Pio of sins they simply “made up.” Their goal was to desecrate the Sacrament of 
Penance. These men went to him at separate times. As each man began to confess their made-up sins, Padre 
Pio stopped them, told them he knew what they were doing, and then began to tell each of them their real 
sins, as well the time, the place and how they committed them. The two men were so overwhelmed that a 
few days later they repented of their sinful lives and converted.[24] 


An unbelieving Communist also came to Padre Pio for confession. At the time he still hadn’t abandoned his 
evil beliefs. Padre Pio chased him out of the confessional, saying: ““What are you doing in front of God’s 
tribunal if you don’t believe? Go! Go away! You are a Communist!”[25] 


In the confessional, Padre Pio would say things such as: 


“Why did you sell your soul to the devil?... How irresponsible! ... You are on the way to hell!”’... O you 
careless man, go first and get repentance, and then come here. ..!”[26] 


One person in confession questioned the very existence of Hell. Padre Pio responded, “You will believe it 
when you get there.”[27] 


Padre Pio considered going to confession frequently something necessary for growth in the spiritual life. He 
went to confession at least once a week. He never wanted his spiritual children to go without confession 
more than ten days.[28] 

One time Padre Pio was asked: “We confess everything that we can remember or know, but perhaps God sees 
other things that we cannot recall?” He responded: “If we put into [our confession] all our good will and we 
have the intention to confess [all mortal sins]... all that we can know or remember — the mercy of God is so 
great that He will include and erase even what we cannot remember or know.”[29] 


For this reason one should say at the end of a confession, “and I confess any sins that I may have forgotten 
and did not mention in this confession.” 
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